VI                                                PREFACE
methods should be carefully considered by those inter-
ested in this branch of public health service.
Local considerations of expediency and of expense
have also to be taken into account in dealing with
these problems, and the engineering difficulties in the
way of some of the larger schemes have sometimes
been regarded as sufficient justification to delay or
even to shelve indefinitely works which would have
benefited large populations. It is hoped that without
too many technical details, the following pages sum-
marisd the science and practice of modern water supply
and water purification in a way which may be of use
to many readers. Our thanks are due to the London
Metropolitan Water Board and others who have
kindly lent photographs and blocks for illustration.
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